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October 12, 2016

H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan
President of the Repubilic of Turkey
Cumhurbaskanligi Kiilliyesi 06560
Bestepe-Ankara

Turkey

Dear President Erdogan:

| am writing on behalf of the Executive Committee of the Canadian Mathematical Society to express our deep
concern about the recent treatment of some academic staff at Turkish universities, and the effect on academic

freedom in Turkey.

We are particularly alarmed by your government’s cabinet decree of September 1, made within the context of the
state of emergency rule, which bans from public service over 40 academics who had signed a peace petition in

January.
We have also seen reports of earlier retaliations against other signatories, including dismissal and imprisonment.

We regard these actions against professors who are publicly expressing their political views as serious violations of
the intellectual freedoms that are fundamental to any university system.

We urge the government of Turkey to reinstate the dismissed faculty, and to ensure the future civil liberties, job
security, and personal safety of all Turkish academics.

Respectfully yours,
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Michael Bennett
President of the Canadian Mathematical Society
Professor of Mathematics, University of British Columbia

and the members of the CMS Executive Committee:

- Prof. Lia Bronsard (McMaster University), Past President

- Prof. David Pike (Memorial University), Vice-President — Atlantic

- Prof. Chantal David (Concordia University), Vice-President — Quebec

- Prof. Rahim Moosa (University of Waterloo), Vice-President — Ontario

- Prof. Rengarajan Srinivasan (University of Saskatchewan), Vice-President — West
- Prof. Florin Diacu (University of Victoria), Vice-President — Pacific

- Dr. David 1. Oakden, Treasurer

- Dr. Graham P. Wright, Corporate Secretary




Cc:

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada

The Honourable Stéphane Dion, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada

Bekir Bozdag, Justice Minister of the Republic of Turkey

ismail Kahraman, President of the Turkish National Grand Assembly

Selcuk Unal, Turkish Ambassador to Canada

Yekta Sarag, President of the Council of Higher Education

Prime Minister Binali Yildirim, Office of the Prime Minister, Republic of Turkey

ismet Yilmaz, Minister of National Education, The Grand National Assembly of Turkey



